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bulls to Poseidon. He may take pity on us and refrain from
hemming in our town with a long mountain range/ They were
filled with consternation and at once prepared the bulls for
sacrifice.
Thus the chieftains and counsellors of the Phaeacian people
were gathered round the altar and interceding with the Lord
Poseidon at the moment when the good Odysseus awoke from
sleep on his native soil. After so long an absence, he failed to re-
cognize it; for the goddess, Pallas Athene, Daughter of Zeus,
had thrown a mist over the place to give herself time to make
plans with Odysseus and disguise him, so that he would not be
recognized by his wife and friends or the people of the town
before the Suitors had paid for all their crimes. As a result every-
thing in Ithaca, the long hill-paths, the quiet bays, the beetling
rocks, and the green trees, seemed unfamiliar to its King. He
leapt to his feet and stood staring at his native land. Then he
groaned, and slapping his thighs with the flat of his hands gave
vent to his disappointment:
'Alas! Whose country have I come to now? Are they some
brutal tribe of lawless savages, or a kindly and god-fearing
people? Where shall I put all these goods of mine, and where on
earth am I myself to go? If only I had stayed there with the
Phaeacians! Then I could have gone on to some other powerful
prince, who might have received me well and seen me on my
way. As it is, I have not the least idea where to stow them, and I
certainly can't leave them here, or someone else will make free
with my property. And what a blow to find that those Phaea-
cian lords and chieftains are not exactly the wise and honest men
I took them for! They say they will put me down in my own
sunny Ithaca, and then they carry me off to this outlandish spot.
A broken promise - for which I pray they may be punished by
Zeus, the suppliants' god, who watches all mankind and pun-
ishes offenders. But now I had better count my belongings and
make sure that the crew have not robbed me and carried some-
thing off in the hold of their ship.'
He proceeded to check his fine tripods and cauldrons, his gold

